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Morning Prayer for Proper 21 
  

Opening Sentence 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

V: Lord, open our lips. 

R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Alleluia 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 

and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 

and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 

and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 

Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 



The Psalm or Psalms Appointed 

Psalm 66 Jubilate Deo 

1 Be joyful in God, all you lands; * 

sing the glory of his Name; sing the glory of his praise. 
2   Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! * 

because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 
3   All the earth bows down before you, * 

sings to you, sings out your Name." 
4   Come now and see the works of God, * 

how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 
5   He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, * 

and there we rejoiced in him. 
6   In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 

let no rebel rise up against him. 
7   Bless our God, you peoples; * 

make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
8   Who holds our souls in life, * 

and will not allow our feet to slip. 
9   For you, O God, have proved us; * 

you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
10   You brought us into the snare; * 

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
11   You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 

but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
12   I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 

which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
13   I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 

I will give you oxen and goats. 
14   Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 

and I will tell you what he has done for me. 
15   I called out to him with my mouth, * 

and his praise was on my tongue. 
16   If I had found evil in my heart, * 

the Lord would not have heard me; 
17   But in truth God has heard me; * 

he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 
18   Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 

nor withheld his love from me. 

 

 



Psalm 67 Deus misereatur 

1   May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 

show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 
2   Let your ways be known upon earth, * 

your saving health among all nations. 
3   Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 
4   Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, * 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 
5   Let the peoples praise you, O God; * 

let all the peoples praise you. 
6   The earth has brought forth her increase; * 

may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
7   May God give us his blessing, * 

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 
Old Testament:   

Exodus 17:1-7 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord 

commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 

quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with 

me? Why do you test the Lord?’ 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 

against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 

thirst?’ 4So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone 

me.’ 5The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; 

take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you 

on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses 

did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the 

Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 

Here ends the Reading. 

 



Psalm: 
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 

       incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 

       I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
3 That which we have heard and known, 

  and what our forefathers have told us, * 

       we will not hide from their children. 
4 We will recount to generations to come 

  the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 

       and the wonderful works he has done. 
12 He worked marvels in the sight of their forefathers, * 

       in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan. 
13 He split open the sea and let them pass through; * 

       he made the waters stand up like walls. 
14 He led them with a cloud by day, * 

       and all the night through with a glow of fire. 
15 He split the hard rocks in the wilderness * 

       and gave them drink as from the great deep. 
16 He brought streams out of the cliff, * 

       and the waters gushed out like rivers. 

Epistle: 
Philippians 2:1--13 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 

full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let 

the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 

7 but emptied himself, 

   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

8   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 

9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 



   that is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in 

you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Here ends the Reading. 

You are God Te Deum laudamus 

You are God: we praise you; 

You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 

You are the eternal Father: 

All creation worships you. 

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 

Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

The glorious company of apostles praise you. 

The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 

The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 

Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 

Father, of majesty unbounded, 

your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 

and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory, 

the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free 

you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 

You overcame the sting of death 

and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 

You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come and be our judge. 

Come then, Lord, and help your people, 

bought with the price of your own blood, 

and bring us with your saints 

to glory everlasting. 



Gospel: 

Matthew 21:23-32 

23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?’ 24Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also 

tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of 

human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then 

did you not believe him?” 26But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John 

as a prophet.’ 27So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 

28 ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.” 29He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to 

the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the 

will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 

even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

A Reflection 

[RCL] Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

Answering Jesus 

The Rev. Dr. Ada Wong Nagata 

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

The chief priests and the elders of the people were questioning Jesus. What did Jesus do to warrant the 

religious leaders’ questioning?  

Today’s lesson did not tell us what Jesus had done. However, we could find out by looking back to the 

previous verses. The preceding verses tell us that Jesus entered the Temple in Jerusalem, where he 

drove out all who were selling and buying and overturned the table of the money changers. He cleansed 

the Temple. Jesus then cursed the fig tree, which withered at once. What Jesus did would not have 

https://episcopalchurch.org/library/author/kathy-walker


pleased the priests and the elders; their question was most likely a reaction to what Jesus did. In a way, 

they were asking, “Who are you? How dare you?” 

Jesus, the good rabbi, does not answer, but questions the questioners instead. Jesus asks them if the 

authority of John the Baptist’s baptism was human or heavenly.  

What did John the Baptist’s baptism have to do with Jesus’ authority, you may ask. John the Baptist 

proclaimed God’s message in the wilderness, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near” 

(Matthew 3:2). The scripture continues to say, “Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 

out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins” (Matt 3:5-6). At the same time, some of the religious leaders sought baptism but 

were sternly condemned by John, who told them that, even as the offspring of Abraham, they needed to 

“bear fruit worthy of repentance” (Matt 3:8). 

The chief priest and elders who were questioning Jesus probably were not the repentant ones. John had 

called them out, saying that even though they held the position of religious leaders, they were not 

obedient to God’s way. Thus, Jesus brings up John to remind them of their hypocrisy. These chief priests 

and elders did not want to accept or admit John’s authority came from heaven, nor did they want to say 

that it was from humans. They knew well that many people had accepted John’s message of repentance 

and did not dare to offend these people, so they said they did not know. So, Jesus would not answer their 

question, either. 

Jesus does not stop with the non-answering. It looks like he wants to give the religious leaders another 

chance by telling them a parable – that of the two sons. One did not want to go to work in the father’s 

vineyard initially but eventually did. The other son said he would go to work but did not. When asked 

which son did the will of the father, the religious leaders have no problem identifying the first son, who did 

the will of the father.  

Jesus is putting up a mirror for them to see themselves. He makes the questioners see who they are – 

what they do and do not do. Would they be able or willing to see that, though? Jesus continues, in a 

straightforward manner, explaining that the tax collectors and prostitutes, once lost but now found, are 

following Jesus and will enter the kingdom of God before these so-called “religious men”.  

We can see that it is easy to perform lip-service, but it is much harder to do the actual work of following 

God. These religious leaders seem pious, clinging to the laws, but not so much to action. Those 

considered lowly, the tax collectors and prostitutes, have changed their ways to follow. So, what made 

them change, and what kept these religious leaders from changing? 

These are good questions for reflection. Jesus welcomes the tax collectors and the prostitutes and shares 

Good News with them. In turn, Jesus’ love for them leads them to believe in him. These once excluded 

people have thus changed. The religious leaders, with a mind to the hierarchy, want to maintain the status 

quo. The local rabbi, Jesus, and his cousin John, the prophet, are more popular than they are and seem 

to be challenging their ways of serving God’s people. Their desire to hold onto power, their arrogance, 



and their fear of upsetting the Roman peace block their way to see and accept the truth that Jesus’ and 

John’s authority comes from God. 

It is always easier to see the splinter in another’s eye than to see the log in our own. How many of us 

attend church weekly or even more often, confessing our sins and affirming our faith through the creeds, 

but are not seeing – or are not willing to see – the injustices in our communities and countries? 

The pandemic has turned our lives upside-down. We have been struggling to deal with the situation 

physically, mentally, spiritually, and economically. In times of difficulty and chaos, it is very easy to despair 

and fear. We can see it in Exodus. While the Israelites were led out of bondage from the Egyptians and 

were facing difficulty and challenge in the desert, they questioned and quarreled with Moses. Having lost 

faith and sight of God’s presence, they would rather be back in bondage. 

Just like the Israelites, we all long to go back to the previous “normal” life. The truth is that there will be no 

“normal” life we once had. Things will be different. It appears that God is also holding a mirror to us in this 

pandemic. The mirror shows that COVID-19 and racial violence are mostly affecting people of color. 

As our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry wrote in the Washington Post on May 31, “We have strayed far 

from the path of love… I look at searing images of racialized violence across our country — against the 

backdrop of the disproportionate number of COVID-19 victims who are black, brown, and native — and I 

cannot help but notice love’s profound and tragic absence.” 

Love is what God commands us to do; we are to love God and love our neighbors. The mirror shows us 

the absence of love and justice. Are we willing to see it and change it? Or do we prefer to maintain the 

status quo, going back to where we were? 

Presiding Bishop Curry does not stop at pointing out the absence of love; he and his team ask us to join 

them on the path of love, on the journey of Becoming Beloved Community. 

In this community, “as the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, we dream and work to foster 

Beloved Communities where all people may experience dignity and abundant life and see themselves and 

others as beloved children of God.” Their vision is to “help us to understand and take up the long-term 

commitments necessary to form loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with each other. Together, 

we are growing as reconcilers, justice-makers, and healers in the name of Christ.” Are we willing to take 

this path of love? 

Jesus’ questioning is helping us to look at ourselves in the mirror. By answering it, we have to be willing to 

take the path of love, to unblock our sight, and to un-silence our voices to speak up and out about 

injustice, with love and truth. Amen. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ada Wong Nagata is an Episcopal priest, recently retired. She has served in parishes in the Dioceses of Los 

Angeles and New York. She serves on the General Convention Task Force on Church Planting and Congregational 



Redevelopment and is also an honorary canon of the Cathedral Center of St. Paul, Diocese of Los Angeles. Ada earned 

her Doctor of Ministry. 

 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers 

V: The Lord be with you. 

R: And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

R. Govern them and uphold them, now and always. 

V. Day by day we bless you; 

R. We praise your name for ever. 

V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

R. Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 

V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

R. For we put our trust in you. 

V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 

R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

Collect of the Day 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 



 

 

A Collect for Sundays 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 

Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 

favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission 

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might 

come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our 

hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of 

your Name. Amen. 

Here may be sung a hymn. 

Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.  

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 

all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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